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The Bluff Trail

The Rush Track is a mule pack train route that linked
Herberton to mines to the west around Watsonville and
further afield.
The route climbs out of the rugged hills of Herberton by
travelling up a small deep valley through which Grant
Creek flows. This gives access to the wider flatter valley
of the Walsh River  the beginnings of the western plains.
The Walsh flows to the Gulf of Carpentaria so you will
have had the experience of crossing the spine of Australia
from the eastern flowing rivers to those going to the west.
The Rush Track ultimately links with the old Bischoff Mill,
a bygone tin treatment works.
A guide will interpret the history of the area.
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A full day walk that takes you over one
of the original pioneer roads to Herberton
 the road that Mrs Hull took several
time a week, laden with newly churned
butter from her farm, to sell to the townsfolk of Herberton.
A wonderful climb up through mountain
heath leads to the top of the Bluff, one of
the landscape features that signalled to
early travellers that Herberton was not
too far away.

This is a part of the Great Northern
Walks that can be completed as a selfguided experience or with the
assistance of a guide.
Your guide can interpret the many
mines, the flora and fauna, as well as
the history of the area.
There is the chance of walking some
side tracks associated with the Stewart
Head Trails that are not part of the
self-guided itinerary.
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Ion Idriess books about Australia were extremely popular in the 1950s
 they were almost compulsory reading. Even today, there is still an
Ion Idriess fan club.
Idriess lived on the Herberton Tinfields about 1911 and in his book
Back of Cairns written about his experiences, he describes a crosscountry trek he made from Herberton to Irvinebank.
The description is detailed enough for the route to be retraced.
Do the two-day trek, relive the experience, celebrate successful
completion with mine host at the Irvinebank Tavern, and buy the
book as a memento.

Endurance Rides

Herberton has a strong equestrian tradition. Small wonder then,
that the district boasts some of Australias longest and best endurance
trails.
Managed by the Far North Queensland Endurance Riders Association,
these trails offer the riding enthusiast some of the greatest horse
riding experiences available in the country.
Regular rides are held throughout the year along pre-planned routes.
The health of both riders and their mounts is given strict attention.
A veterinarian is available and a base camp with full facilities exists
at Tepon outside Herberton.
Membership of the Association is encouraged, and guest rides at the
regular events are welcome. For the shorter rides, it is possible to
arrange for mounts to be supplied.
And when you are ready, perhaps you may like to ride a section of
the great Bicentennial National Trail  or even all of it! Some locals
have and their expertise is available to you. The Trail passes just to
the west of Herberton.
Contact the FNQ Endurance Riders Association for further
information.
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In Their Footsteps

Both Leichhardt and Kennedy passed through the Tablelands following
routes that were to the west of Herberton. A number of their campsites
have been documented and guides can plan trips that follow in their
footsteps.
In keeping with the spirit of the adventure, following in their footsteps
means just that  walking a section of their journey. Transport can
be arranged and overnight camping is a must. With appropriate numbers
and the right time of the year, expeditions can be as long as three weeks
 truly the experience of a lifetime.
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There are many other guided
treks available.
You might like to see Natural
Bridge, or walk to the Crater
on the picnic track used by
Herbertons pioneers when they
organised a day out.
Perhaps you would like to
retrace the epic ride of Minnie
Wieland as she rode pell-mell
for help to Mount Albion when
a child drowned in the
Irvinebank Dam.
Whatever it is, your guide can
help plan the experience.
Contact the Herberton Visitor
Centre in the first instance.

